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Mitchell High School senior shares experiences from her
career at Mitchell

Marcus Hill

Mar 1, 2022

Mitchell High School’s Aalyviah Smith has watched the Marauders’ girls basketball

program blossom over four years. 
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Mitchell High School’s Aalyviah Smith, right, calls out a play after bringing the ball up court against Sand

Creek on Feb. 11, 2022, at Mitchell High School. Smith �nished the game with 19 points and went 7-of-10 from

the free throw line.
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Smith, a senior in her fourth year with the program, has played a large part in the team’s

resurgence and has helped them earn a winning record for the �rst time in more than a

decade. 

She averages 14.8 points, 4.9 rebounds, and leads the team in assists per game (3.1) and

steals (1.1). 

“We’ve worked really hard this season to become a better team,” Smith said. “I’m happy

we got to do this in my �nal year.” 

In her junior campaign, Smith led the Marauders in scoring with 12.9 points per game.

While Smith posted stout numbers on the court, she’s prouder of how the team has

gelled this season. 

Smith said she’s built a bond with her teammates on and off the court and there’s more

of a family feel to this squad. 

“I feel like we have a stronger connection this season than in the past,” Smith said.

“We’ve connected on and off the court and I think that shows with what we

accomplished as a team.” 

Smith spoke with the Southeast Express about this season, her favorite aspects and

meeting Mitchell girls basketball coach Christopher Gunn. 

How did you �rst fall in love with basketball?

I didn’t start thinking like that until the middle of my freshman year. I didn’t used to be

so skilled. So [basketball] wasn’t that fun. But being here, Coach [Christopher] Gunn

de�nitely helped bring out who I really am on the court. Midway through my freshman

year, I started realizing I can actually do this.

This year Mitchell went 13-11 and �nished over .500 for the �rst time since 2011. How

amazing is it to see how far the program’s come since you were a freshman? 

From us being in a slump for the past three years to us improving our record this much

is a great feeling. It makes us as players feel a lot better and I know coach likes it too.

We’ve had a lot more energy this year and I think our players have bonded together.
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We’re like family now.”

— Aalyviah Smith

What’s been your favorite part of the season? 

Building those bonds with my teammates, we’re a lot closer outside of basketball. It’s

more than just on the court and in the school. We’re getting to know each other a lot

better and build better relationships with each other.

What does building better bonds look like?

Being there for one another. When one of us is down we can call and talk about what’s

going on. It’s more than just basketball. We’re like family now.

What would you say is your favorite game from this year?

The Woodland Park game [Jan. 6, - a 58-34 Mitchell victory] was probably one of our best

games. We didn’t have a good �rst half. But in the second half, we came out and were all

working together. In the �rst half we were like a �nger, in the second half, we were a

hand. We were great together and had great vibes. We were talking a lot on the court

and after the game. It was just good energy all around and we texted in the group chat

after the game.

Coach Gunn told me when he met you it was in a unique way. Do you care to share

what that was like? 

I was in eighth grade and I was actually getting kicked out of Sabin Middle School. He

was walking through the door and he stopped me and my mom and said, “Hey, you look

like a basketball player. Do you play basketball?” I was kind of blowing him off and not

really going for it. He talked to my mom and asked why I was leaving school. She told

him I just got kicked out. That’s how we met. 

Do you feel that was a butter�y-effect moment to meet him then and have this

bond with coach now?
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Meeting him like that and to have the

bond we do now is crazy. I’m glad he

stuck with me because I really needed

that. He really kind of stepped up like a

parent. He saw something that I had

when he didn’t have to stick around or

help me in that way. So he and I grew as

a family, too.

You have a crazy number of tattoos.

Which has the most signi�cance to

you?

(Points to tattoo on her right leg) I got it

about two months ago. My ‘Karma’

tattoo. 

Because what goes around comes

around with things good or bad. Karma

is something that I strongly believe in. If

I do something, whether it’s good or

bad, I can get a negative outcome or I

can get a positive outcome. It’s a

reminder to be cautious about what I

do, what I say and how I treat people.

Is there somebody who you look up to

or who inspires you?

I would de�nitely say Coach Gunn. He knows everything I’ve been through and I tell him

about everything — small stuff, big stuff, life changing, anything like that. I tell him

something and he’ll talk to me about it and try to help me get through it. He pushes me

to be better. He’s probably the hardest on me out of everybody on the team just because

he can see the potential and he wants me to get where I need to be.
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Mitchell High School’s Aalyviah Smith drives to the

hoop against a swarm of Sand Creek defenders on

Feb. 11, 2022, at Mitchell High School. This season, the

Marauders earned a playoff berth and �nished with a

winning record for the �rst time since the 2010-2011

season.
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Marcus Hill

Reporter

Marcus Hill is a reporter for the Southeast Express and Schriever Sentinel. He graduated from

Colorado State University-Pueblo in 2012 with a degree in Mass Communication.

When you say get to where you need to be, you know, where do you hope that will

be? 

I’m hoping that’s college or to go play basketball in college, hopefully, maybe go to the

league [WNBA] after that. But just something I’m very passionate about. 
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